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The day was not off to a good start. 1 had left behind

|
the bag with diapers and toys for our trip from Moscow to Seattle, the » =
children were doing crying warm-ups, and fellow passengers were giving
me nasty stares. And we hadn’t gotten out of the ticket line yet. %‘ﬂ

Our international adoption agency warned us about all kinds of hassles
along the road to adoption. Tons of paperwork. Criminal background
checks. More paperwork. Home studies. Updating expired paperwork. /
Lots of waiting. And did I mention the paperwork?
The agency was curiously quiet about flying home, however. . .
We put our kids to bed early the night before so they’d be awake for our Hl.l}?' l']'llS DISHE}'

6 a.m. departure. Apparently, we didn’t understand conscious toddlers ' .
and confined spaces aren’t the best mix. We soon realized we should have vacition P ﬂCkﬂ.gE Wll'l'l

tired them out and kept them up for quite some time, possibly as far back hﬂtﬂl a_nd Thejne I";]_rk

as the Reagan administration. . ‘ i I af d gﬁt thE

Before the plane even left the ground, there was lots of crying, fussing

and fidgeting. And that was just my wife and me. D]sﬂe}r Dmmg Plﬂ.l‘l
A missed nap helped. They fell asleep during the last 20 minutes of the F H E E |
Moscow to Amsterdam leg, and our fellow passengers celebrated. Very = e
quietly. Sadly, it was too good to last. R Fa .
In Amsterdam, we experienced a random security check; one of us DAYS e £
was frisked by Officer Friendly, who confiscated the only bottle our kids el ﬁ&
3 5 O O O fe et would drink from. Then he said, “Have a good flight.” $1 39 0
9 Gee, thanks. ..--’
I hadn’t understood Kenny Rogers’ lyrics about being “too tired to FOR l- FAMILY OF 4
sleep” until I flew with my 13-month-old son. I quickly discovered the THAT'S LIKE PAfING _ )
only way to stop his screaming was to carry him. Then, he miraculously S e . Your package includes:
nodded off ... until I sat down and his head poked up again due to some EEETME REARTE W Accrerrainiie: i 5 imcreitie rights in e wicke of 6 g o w Sl Dy ishe At
' minor distraction like his sister, a flight attendant or someone unwrap- B A TSI RO : *:I Bﬂ ﬁmﬁrﬂ!ﬂ:ﬁﬂiﬂﬁl n-orm ol el Wi Dy Wt Thame Pk
ing food 20 rows back. jour puckg
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at I really needed was a sensory deprivation chamber. What I o ot ATAT- Ma0E rtd P —————
o found was a small, dimly lit hallway between first class and steerage. S =, oy rul
by David Volk A , Pim il m Zas 1psy | Ol g TH0 s cher i s mary, Faviibin Chos b v 100 et
It worked so well, I fell asleep with .h1m in my arms.. He still woke.up .-uu-t;::ﬂuﬂ- . Wl iy Wi kel Al i i Dining Pl el s oo i, vl g
w.henever I sat down, however. This went' on for eight hours un.t11 fa -"HIID ._-F * uiths, ot B, PO B 5710, Highland Pk, M 45201
st vy S el ke el g nd e i eIl | UL Skl A0 Rt Rt
John Linton Roberson The brief quetpwas shattered wilen our 20-month-old daughter fell. E-“F .l ' a“nml i B - MI . H:III ! “T Bﬂml —ﬁlﬁml o - u:a“'_;._
What followed was a high-pitched, tooth-rattling scream that prompt- mrrErrEEEREEERERE R "
: i w el reopiend; viing i il srad sl i vclinbil; operaien s sl deex ol i sk ol
ed a single 20-something guy to say, “For the love of God, we are on ?I et o e
this plane to sleep. Could you please take her to the bathroom and K = EXCLUBAE — A4 s Diamone Dired — Provides-aymcil sevings sl v of prafiigeiieg
muffle her cries? - Il bt e W Py Wi e {iorm o] oo puchegel.
It was one of those times in life when I wish I had a much-needed S e e e RRCLUNRAE — AAA Clamord Rz — Conasiant proned pakieg sysons: of ol i
snappy comeback. Instead, I found myself saying, “Sir, we’ve been deal- L o 0 el Wikds Thoss Piaks: jmibjsd in svelshilly, vecker rooeiel, Bkl el applki.
ing with these kids for 18 hours now. If you want to take them, by all W Oy WFETE-T5F-1
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so much about caring for them, I was shocked that he didn’t take me up Cirmlaci v iy, Akt b ki el EEP e ks o i kg o e gl of ey o] sscrsrernnlelirs:
on my generous offer. f] it ol et (et Dy Wi Fenaod Hioleln, Seol Secpl SN
Humorist David Volk can be reached at david@davidvolk.com, or you .
can check out his Web site at www.davidvolk.com. He guarantees you’ll Don't ﬂl"
laugh, or double your money back. Call 1-800-430-BX11.
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